From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 13:46:39 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 12:16:03 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9501071133.A538986076-0100000@LAGUNA.EPCC.EDU>
From: BOBME@LAGUNA.EPCC.EDU
Subject: BA Nostalgia



On Sat, 7 Jan 1995, David Stinson AB5S/7 wrote:

> 
> p.s.  Attempting to interest large numbers of young people
>       in BAs runs counter to human nature.  You will get 
>       a very few permenantly interested.  Most will 
>       "flash-in -the-pan."  When *they* reach their
>       40-50-60's, they'll long for their youth and collect
>       old Nintendo games until they run out of mad money.
>     
> 
> 
VERY True!  

Bob, N0HDH

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 17:30:39 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 15:58:40 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950107155007.2893A-100000@access1.digex.net>
From: Tony Stalls <rstalls@access.digex.net>
Subject: Re: BA Nostalgia

 

> On Sat, 7 Jan 1995, David Stinson AB5S/7 wrote:
> 
> p.s.  Attempting to interest large numbers of young people
>       in BAs runs counter to human nature.  You will get 
>       a very few permenantly interested.  Most will 
>       "flash-in -the-pan."  When *they* reach their
>       40-50-60's, they'll long for their youth and collect
>       old Nintendo games until they run out of mad money.

It would appear that a significant number those being attracted to amateur 
today have very little appreciation for what came before.  However, each 
succeesing generation looks on the previous as having gone to the dogs, so 
maybe that's the case again.  After all, there are still scads of Civil War 
buffs around and the universities have yet to close down their history 
departments.

With reservations about how far I'm getting off the perceived BA track, I
have repeatedly screamed and yelled about my concerns for "traditional
amateur radio"  being in serious jeopardy, and most of what I've gotten
back were replies of resignation.  "Oh well, I guess I'll just lie down
and die now since I'm going to some day anyway."  Frankly the apathy that
permeates the amateur radio establishment toward the prospect that it will
some day be nothing more than a giant Citizens Band on one end and a free
BBS service on the other makes me pretty angry. 

>From a purely materialistic perspective I have a lot of money tied up in
my BA's.  From our discussion of prices, I'm certain that most here do and
although I don't think that any of us have any hopes of eventually trading
our collections for villas on the French Riveria, it would be nice to
think that all the effort and loving care we've put into them doesn't go
into a dumpster a few years down the road. 

Allow me suggest a propaganda campaign to help preserve our BA heritage. 
It's simple.  What we do is all build up something like a 6AG&-6L6 CW
transmitter with plug in hand-wound coils not unlike the Walter Ashe rigs
some of us saved our school lunch change to get.  Then we hang around
places we're likely to find young kids that might have an interest in the
<magic> of radio, like ham stores.  When they're fiddling with the $400
Japanese 2-meter CB radios or start talking repeaters, we lure them into
our hamshacks and show them how much fun they can have with a few junk-box
parts, a J-38 key, and a chunk of wire hanging in a tree.  Who knows, we
might actually find some kid who isn't already jaded. 

The reason I think that strategy might work goes back to about 1954 or so
when a neighbor did something very similar with me.  It was Summer and I
saw him fiddling with something in his garage.  I walked to see what he
was up to and it turned out that he was building what he called a "power
pack".  With his running narrative of what what was going on, I stood there
and watched him make the chassis our of scrap aluminum, punch the holes
for the tube socket, mount the transformer, and so on until he put his VOM
leads to it and pronounced it finished. 

Anyway, it wasn't long before I had a Heathkit AR-2 sitting on the window
sill for SWLing and with the help of elmers like W4HMH, K4CPO, and W4PQP
(familiar calls to the Nashvillians here), before I knew it, I was putting
"Kn4KYO" on everything (the little "n" signified anticipating for-sure
upgrading) and dit-ditting on the 80 and 40 meter Novice bands.  

I hadn't realized that the neighbor was a ham, but I had a latent interest
in amateur radio and had even been mesmerized once by a visit to W4APH's
ham shack.  I guess that anticipated two minute drop-by to see what our he
was doing that turned into an afternoon at the feet of the master is what
had as much to do with launching me into the hobby as anything. 

Anyway, I was a pretty normal kid and it worked with me and there's no
reason why it won't work again if we can get to them before the "good
buddy" contingent convinces them that CW is obsolete and all those OF's
should probably be euthanatized.  If the BA interest goes down the tubes (!)
is nobody's fault but ours. 

(See what happens when somebody puts "nostalgia" in the message subject?)

73,

Tony
K4KYO (ex-Kn4KYO)



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 01:02:41 1995
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 23:28:57 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9501062351.A19212-0100000@cyclone>
From: Mark Shaum <mshaum@xnet.com>
Subject: Re: CWIST Friday Night Fist Function



On Fri, 6 Jan 1995 rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu wrote:
> 
> I will be on again at the appointed midnight hour for the continuing
> saga of the Sacred and Most Honorable Friendly Society of Brass 
> Pounding Fist-Functioning CWISTS.
> 
> Note that six possible frequencies are available for use +- QRM.
> 1802.5, 3702.5, 7102.5, plus non-US compatible or capable
> 
> I will be on 3702.5 at midnight EST (0500UTC).  I will conduct
> the session as an informal net, at that time, with me at the helm,
> unless anyone else wants to take the reins.
> 
> I will be on 1802.5 at 1 am EST (0600UTC).  I will conduct the
> session as an informal net, at that time, with me at the helm,
> unless anyone else wants to take the reins.
> 

Great idea, Bob.  I got the Ranger and McElroy teardrop fired up on 3702 
at 0500Z but my local line noise pretty much covered the signals I might 
have heard.  With some difficulty I have the Zepp now tuned to 1802 and 
will be QRV at 0600Z.  Unfortunately, the line noise seems persistant 
tonight.  This would be a great weekly event, assuming I can eventually 
hear somebody!!
 
73!  Mark, NE9G


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jan  8 01:26:02 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 23:51:21 -0600
Message-Id: <mshaum.2.00148AEB@xnet.com>
From: mshaum@xnet.com (Mark Shaum)
Subject: Re: CWIST SPEED QUESTION ?


>Don't worry about QRP/QRMUDD antennas, I usually can hear everyone except
>for the far West Coast pretty well.

Well, how did the Friday session go?  Our local line noise pretty much wiped 
out my receiving between .5 and 30 Mhz over that time slot.. but I'll be in 
there again this coming Friday.  The 13th.  Hmm.  Maybe I shouldn't even plug 
the anchors in on that day.. <grin>
 
73!  -  Mark, NE9G



From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jan  8 01:30:24 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 23:57:17 -0600
Message-Id: <9501080538.22614.AA@smrouter.AAC.COM>
From: Johnson_Dan@AAC.COM
Subject: Do you know what a TBY-7/CRI-43044/ARC-4(?) is?

I acquired one of these a while back and have little idea what it is.  It's 
small (about 10" x 8", roughly) and light, so maybe a backpack or aircraft 
radio.  Separate transmitter and super-regenerative receiver circuits with 
a crystal calibrator.  Some details:

  - The label says it's a CRI-43044 (maybe CR1), a unit of model TBY-7,     
    manufactured by Colonial Radio Corp. for the Navy, S/N 732
  - 4 bands, 131 "channels" accessed using separate TX and RX calibration
    charts.
  - TX, RX controls: band, tune, ant load
  - Meter switch: audio fil rheostat, trans plate ma, rf fil rheostat 
  - Connectors: phones, mic, key, crystal on/off
  - Ganged on/off switch, volume, regen, reduction-drive TX and RX tuning

It has a 5-pin connector in the bottom, and someone stuffed a piece of 
paper with handwritten pinouts showing B+ (150V), B-, A1 (3V), A2 (1.5V), 
C- (7.5V).  The paper also lists "ARC-4" and a tube list: 38, 1E7, 958N's, 
959, 958A.  Tubes inside include single-ended bottles and acorns, and I see 
one double-ended acorn.  Would this be a VHF set?

I've looked at WB9GVB's "The 'MIL List'" can't find anything there, and 
don't have any other resources.

Thank you for your help if you can help me learn more about this tidy box.

73 DE KC4EWT
Johnson_Dan@aac.com

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 02:12:47 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 00:40:23 -0600
Message-Id:  <9501070036.aa28967@jackatak.theporch.com>
From: firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com (Fire Bottle archive handler)
Subject: FNFF Eyeball QSO Party 2

Larry (and the Gang)-

> A piece of private e-mail from Whiskey Four Putt Putt Talk
                 That's "TUTT", silly!     -------------^^^^

> it is time to start planning for the 2nd Annual Friday Night Fist
> Fight Eyeball QSO Party..
Sandy (N4AFG) and I were there last year. Crazy Dave (KJ8V) and his 
Sandy want in <again> and so does Harv (AA4HF)... a most wonderful 
time was had by all, boneyarders and spices alike  ;^)

> Just a good chance to meet and talk with the folks that post stuff to
> this list.  Last year's was a small, but interesting event.
Indeed, it was... my first gander at Larry, and his at me!

> Where: Casa Lupita Restaurant, near the Dayton Mall..
*GOOD* chow... and a pleasnat place to spin yarns... YA'LL COME!

> If you think you are going to be there, drop me a message.
Does bombing the list with this silliness count as dropping you a 
message? ;^) The five of us will be there...count on us (and, when you 
see Sandy, ya'll will *wonder* how she does it!...ya gotta be there to 
understand what up... ;^)

> As we get into the Dayton frenzy, I will see that everyone has 
> directions and the talk-in frequency..
And, for the Drake crowd... Casa Lupita is right off the MIAMISBURG 
exit!!! Mecca and Boatacnhor eats! Yeow!  ;^)
--
73
Jack, W4PPT/Mobile (75M SSB 2-letter WAS #1657/#1789 -- both all mobile! ;^)
               - - - BoatAnchor Mailing List Owner - - -
 listown@jackatak.theporch.com-"Plus ca change, plus c'est la meme chose"
                                                                                
     Fire Bottle Server (Boat Anchors Get Out and Keep You Warm!)
                firebotl@jackatak.theporch.com
            Where Old Radios and Fun ... GO TOGETHER!
+----------human interface: root@jackatak.theporch.com------------------+


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 15:20:27 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 13:47:44 -0600
Message-Id: <9501071943.AA27178@geech.gnu.ai.mit.edu>
From: "Stephen M. Linscott" <LINSCOT@RICEVM1.RICE.EDU>
Subject: FS: Basic BA Library

For Sale:  A "starter" library for the beginning Anchorite, with a
bias (pun intended) towards Mil surplus:

Surplus Conversion Handbook           Tom Kneitel, CQ
                                 (incorporates "Command Sets")

Surplus Radio Conversion Manual   Volumes 1,2,&3   Editors & Engineers
                                 (A gold mine)

Surplus Schematics Handbook            CQ
                                 (schematics & brief description of 100+ sets)

Johnson Viking Amateur Radio Equipment Catalogs, 1956, 1961, 1962
                                 (pictures, descriptions, schematics)

E. F. Johnson Components Catalog  1979
                                 (capacitors, inductors, sockets, knobs, etc.)

James Millen Amateur Radio Equipment Catalog   1963

James Millen General Catalog      1963

James Millen Sockets & Terminals Catalog   1963

RCA Radiotron Designers Handbook, Fourth Edition
                                  (I hear the high-end audio folk are paying
                                   100 bucks for this book - they are as crazy
                                   as we are!) :-)

RCA Air-Cooled Transmitting Tubes   Technical Manual TT-3  1938
                                   (This has neat drawings of a lot of the
                                    old tubes)


For Sale as a package, $100.00, shipping included for 48 states.

If I get several replies, I'll put names in a hat, and my wife will draw
one.  Not everyone gets E-mail promptly, and I want to give everyone an
equal chance.  (Having said that, I'll probably get NO replies!)

                                      73 de Steve

****************************************
*    Steve Linscott     W5EGP          *
*    IS User Services                  *
*    Rice University   Houston, Texas  *
****************************************

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 18:54:38 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 17:24:23 -0600
Message-Id: <950107182419_1876044@aol.com>
From: WJoeW@aol.com
Subject: Motorola fixed-station gear

I have the following for sale:

      Station transmitter (450-470Mhz) Model 4ET19A1  Type ET 19A
      (nice, clean rack-mount unit with lots of miniature tubes)

      Station receiver (450-470Mhz) Model 4ER22A1  Type ET 22L
      (similar to transmitter)

If anyone would be interested in these, contact me via E-mail.

Joe

wjoew@aol.com


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sun Jan  8 01:27:24 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 23:53:50 -0600
Message-Id: <950108014133_72227.1640_EHM50-2@CompuServe.COM>
From: David Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com>
Subject: Mournful Death

Alas!  As Scotty would say: "My poor barr'ens".
My new (to me) TCS AC supply hath bit the weinie,
croked, kicked the bucket, etc etc...
Ramped it up slowly all day with low ac voltages
and everything was fine.  Then put the full 
115 VAC on'er and she held-up for 3 hours.
But sadly, the receiver power supply transformer,
tired after 50 years sitting in the rain, buzzed 
twice, zipped it's primary to ground and 
belched-forth the black transformer-oil of death!
It now lies cold and dead, another crispy critter 
smelling of toasted tar.

So..Does anyone have a PP-380U TCS AC supply
receiver power transformer?  I know, I might as
well ask for moon rocks...but what the heck...
Wishing is free!

     DE AB5S/7 Dave


From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 01:15:59 1995
Date: Fri, 6 Jan 1995 23:44:04 -0600
Message-Id: <m0rQTSO-0007PuC@beacons.cts.com>
From: Kevin Sanders <kevin@beacons.cts.com>
Subject: Re: Musical boatanchors!

About your Strobocomm tuning unit...

I recall similar devices from my old high school band days, however
they had an orange fluorescent display which would light in response
to a 1/2 wave rectified input audio signal.  A transparent, motorized
wheel with a striped pattern in front of the display would spin at the
appropriate rate to create a stable stripe pattern if the input frequency
matched the spin rate, otherwise the stripes would appear to move left
or right if the input frequency was flat or sharp.

The really fancy unit had 12 windows, one for each semitone operating
simultaneously.  I was fascinated with the device, but our band director
wouldn't let us near the thing.  I presume it was too expensive to trust
with 15-year-olds ;-)

I suspect you are missing the display portion of your unit, or else it
was different altogether.  Perhaps the tuning fork would actually make
a sound if the input pitch matched its resonant frequency; this could
be the output.  However with the name "strobocomm" I would suspect it
is just an incomplete version of what I described.

Kevin KN6FQ

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 05:09:47 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 03:36:12 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9501070443.A8563-0100000@IndyNet>
From: "Roberta J. Barmore" <rbarmore@IndyNet.indy.net>
Subject: Re: Plug-in coils



On Fri, 6 Jan 1995 BOBME@LAGUNA.EPCC.EDU wrote:

> On Fri, 6 Jan 1995 rdkeys@csemail.cropsci.ncsu.edu wrote:
> > Pacent does not ring any bells.
> > 
> > What are the sizes of the coils approximately, and what are the plug
> > pinouts?
> > 
> Physical size: outside Dia. 2 3/8 inches  
>                thickness:   1 inch
> The pinout is simple: 1 male pin and 1 female socket
> Surely someone knows what these thing are and what they are used for.  
> May some of you could use these coils in an ancient BA.

   These sound as if they might be honeycomb coils--a *very* early BA 
sort of thing.  Are they potted/encased, or are the windings visible?  If 
it looks like a pie from a multisection RF choke, you've got some 
interesting componentry.  
   ...Somewhere I have seen mention of the name--possibly a Ross Hull 
article on a very nice superhet rcvr in a 1929 QST; one of his early IF 
strips used Pacent coils.

   73,
   --Bobbi

From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 13:38:46 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 12:08:44 -0600
Message-Id: <Pine.3.89.9501071033.A538986076-0100000@LAGUNA.EPCC.EDU>
From: BOBME@LAGUNA.EPCC.EDU
Subject: Re: Plug-in coils



On Sat, 7 Jan 1995, Roberta J. Barmore wrote:

> 
> 
>    These sound as if they might be honeycomb coils--a *very* early BA 
> sort of thing.  Are they potted/encased, or are the windings visible?  If 
> it looks like a pie from a multisection RF choke, you've got some 
> interesting componentry.  
> 
The Coils are air core, and wound on a cardboard form. Form size: 2".
The coil is attached to a plastic(bakelite?) base which has the male 
pin and female hole.  I tried drawing an ASCII graphic of the coil, it 
was very crude, so I erased it.  The winding are visible, and it is not 
potted or encased in any way.  These were given to me by a now deceased 
ham. he started his ham hobby with spark gap.

Bob
                                    
                             
                            

                          





From boatanchors@theporch.com  Sat Jan  7 12:19:06 1995
Date: Sat, 7 Jan 1995 10:21:58 -0600
Message-Id: <199501071619.KAA29159@zoom.bga.com>
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com>
Subject: Re: Stroboconn 

As Jim Haynes said
> 
> The Stroboconn does more than just give a good pitch for tuning up an
> orchestra or band.  It has strobe wheels for all the notes of the scale.
> So you could play any instrument into its microphone and tell note by note
> whether they were in tune.  That is, you might have an instrument that
> is in tune for the standard pitch of A, but some of its other notes
> would be out of tune.  Or you could use it to tune a piano or organ,
> tho Real Tuners do it by ear, using a system of beat frequencies among
> various notes.
> 
This is my recollection of the Stroboconn.  There should be a 12-note
display for the 12 semitones of a musical octave, set up for "equal
temperament" tuning.  I think they were first built around 1940.  They
were supposed to be a "scientific" device for musical instrument tuning.
I learned to tune from pipe organ builders, so never got near such a
device.  Equal temparament means that only the octaves are "just" (or
"right on"); the other notes are slightly out of tune with each other,
by about a beat/second in the middle C octave.  Anyone familiar with a
BFO and with "whistle-stop" radio tuning should be able to pick out the
beats notes fairly easily.  If they are hard to hear, you can usually
feel them with your fingers on the piano frame somewhere.  The beats
are most apparent immediately after striking the note (mechanical
oscillators "pull" just like electronic ones), which is why tuners keep
hitting the notes.  

The problem I have with electronic tuning devices is that a lot of
pianos don't sound quite right if the top octave is tuned correctly.  I
have an old "Schubert piano" (i.e., wood frame, built in the 1840's)
that needs its top octave tuned quite sharp---the problem is that the
short strings produce two sets of frequencies.  Pipe organs require so 
much moving around inside tight spaces that it would be hard to drag an 
electronic device with a power cord around and monitor it.  There are
also things like mixtures that need to have all the pipes just-tuned
with relation to each other, and reed pipes such as trumpets that make
a lot of racket, and are hard to tune.   

There are other tuning schemes besides equal temparament.  Helmholtz's
"On the Sensations of Tone" is still the classic study.  Bach's
"Well-Tempered Clavier" was a sales pitch for equal temparament
tuning.  You can tune a piano or an organ to the older mean-tone
temparament scheme and play some old pieces---it sounds very different.

Of course, this is a great digression from anything to do with
vacuum-tube electronics, and my apologies for taking up so much space
with these comments.  Of course, a Hook and Hastings 20-rank tracker
organ in the living room has to be the ultimate in "boatanchors"---more
like a "house-anchor."  

-- 
***********************************************************
Hank van Cleef  vancleef@bga.com  vancleef@tmn.com
***********************************************************


